
 

Decision 

In the disciplinary proceedings 01/2016-Biermann  

against  

Ms 

Ruth Biermann 

Bergwisch 8 

46459 Rees 

the Disciplinary Commission I of the German Sailing Association (DSV) has adopted 

the following decision: 

On account of gross misconduct the following disciplinary measures will be imposed 

on Ms Ruth Biermann pursuant to Rule 69.1 (a) of the Racing Rulesof Sailing (RRS): 

1. Eligibility for competitions under the jurisdiction of the German Sailing 

Association will be suspended up to and including 31 December 2017.  

2. World Sailing (ISAF) Eligibility will be suspended up to and including 31 

December 2017 for all events which require such eligibility. 

This ruling will be communicated to other sailing organizations and will be 

published in the Official Bulletin of the German Sailing Association. 

The costs of the disciplinary proceedings shall be borne by Ms Biermann. 



The facts of the case: 

During the "Rheinwoche" regatta, on the afternoon of 15 May 2016, after the end of the 

day’s competition and prior to the award ceremony, Ms Biermann (a crew member on boat 

Dyas GER 1411, registered for Oberhausen Sailing Club) committed an assault on the 

injured party, Ms Michaelis. At the time of the assault the latter was a guest on the premises 

of the RTGW Sailing Club in Wesel. For no apparent reason Ms Biermann attacked Ms 

Michaelis from behind and pulled her down to the ground by her hair. Ms Biermann then 

kicked Ms Michaelis several times while the latter was still lying on the ground, connecting 

with her abdomen, shoulder, leg, temple and head. Ms Michaelis sustained a contusion on 

her skull, a blunt abdominal trauma, a contusion on her ribs/thorax, as well as contusions 

on her left thigh and upper left ankle joint. Ms Michaelis also suffered from an acute stress 

reaction and was written off sick from work for six weeks. 

Ms Biermann did not furnish details about the incident and its background, even though she 

was requested to do so in writing by the Disciplinary Commission.  

The facts of the case were reported in a letter written by the Chairman of the Protest 

Committee on 23 May 2016. This was preceded by a protest hearing and consultation with 

the accused pursuant to WR 69. In addition, the Disciplinary Commission is in possession 

of several witness statements, a statement given by the injured party, as well as medical 

reports confirming the facts of the case. 

Reasons of the decision: 

Pursuant to RRS 69.2 in combination with Section 2 of the Disciplinary Code of DSV the 

Disciplinary Commission I of the German Sailing Association is competent to adjucate the 

decision. By entering for the 2016 "Rheinwoche" regatta Ms Biermann had subjected herself 

to these rules. 

According to RRS 69.1 a participant in a sailing regatta shall not commit any gross 

misconduct. This includes offences against common decency and bringing sailing into 

disrepute. Ms Biermann contravened these rules by physically attacking Ms Michaelis from 

behind for no reason, thereby causing serious injuries. Such an assault is an offence against 

the Law (Section 223 of the German Penal Code) as well as against common decency. A 

participant in a regatta and a guest on the premises of the regatta organizer must behave 

appropriately and must not abuse or physically assault other guests. It is irrelevant that the 



injured party was not participating in the regatta. Guests at a sailing event must be able to 

rely on the participants’ compliance with common decency and the Law. In addition, the 

actions of the accused party were likely to bring sailing into disrepute. Sailing is a non-

contact sporting discipline which respects the physical integrity of other participants. 

Physical violence is alien to sailing. 

The contravention of these rules is so serious that, taking all the circumstances into 

account, the aforementioned disciplinary measures had to be imposed. Special 

consideration was given to the fact that the attack was carried out maliciously from behind 

without any warning, that no reason for the attack was evident, that serious injuries were 

caused and that Ms Biermann has neither apologized to the injured party nor made any 

contribution to clarifying the case. 

GERMAN SAILING ASSOCIATION 

Disciplinary Commission I  

6 September 2016 

H-Eckhard von der Mosel Dr. Uta Stiefken H.-Eckhard von der Mosel 

pp. for Peter Ohlinger in 

his absence 


